
  Technical Bulletin  G-31  
 
To:  Lift-All Customer Date:  3/01/07  
 
From: Lift-All Quality Assurance Department 
 
Re: Cleaning of synthetic type slings. 
  
 

We are contacting you in response to an inquiry that was directed to Lift-All with respect to 
the subject issue. 
 
Any method of cleaning may be used that does not either disorient or damage the load 
bearing core material.  Inappropriate cleaning processes would include the use of excessive 
heat or from the use of incompatible chemicals. 
 
We do not have any particular expertise with recommended methods for cleaning.  However, 
we suspect that the recommended method may depend on the form of the dirt/grease.  Keep 
in mind that the material is generally very similar to the textiles used in clothing. 
 
If a quick pass using a pressure washer does not remove the substance, then light scrubbing 
using a sponge application of warm detergent water may be the next best step.   
 
Solvents and Cleaning Chemicals 
Regarding the cleaning of synthetic slings, standard detergents and dry cleaning solvents 
may be used.  Since clothes are often made from fabrics of polyester and nylon, these 
solvents have been specially developed to clean these materials without degrading them.  
Products of aramid materials, including Technora and Kevlar, can also be cleaned using these 
solvents 
 
The use of bleaching agents, however, must be avoided.  Nylon in particular is rapidly 
affected by most oxidizing agents.  Chlorine, for example, will completely degrade nylon 
when exposed for just a few hours. 
 
Washing Equipment 
Machine washing and tumbling of webbing slings is appropriate in short durations. 
 
Machine washing and tumbling of roundslings, however, should be minimized.   Sample tests 
on polyester roundslings, exposing them to a 1 hour cycling in a washing machine, suggest 
that this duration is acceptable.   However, we do believe that an extended exposure to this 
process would result in an observable reduction in sling strength due to a disorientation of 
the internal core yarn.  Therefore, we suggest that polyester roundslings should not be 
exposed to more than a few hours of cycling in washing equipment during their life. 
 
Also, we recommend against machine washing of aramid roundslings, due to the low stretch 
characteristics of the yarn.  We suspect that this low-stretch characteristic would make them 
more susceptible than polyester to a loss in strength when the internal yarn is disoriented. 
 
Drying Methods 
When drying roundslings, hang drying is the preferred drying method.  If they are machined 
dried, the amount of sling tumbling should be kept to a minimum.  We would expect aramid 
slings to be particularly susceptible to damage from exposure to tumbling.  Also, all polyester 
and nylon synthetic slings shall never be exposed to temperatures in excess of 200oF.  
aramid materials should not be exposed to temperature in temperatures in excess of 320oF. 
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We hope this information fully addresses your inquiry.   Please contact me if you have any 
further questions. 
 
 
 
 Sincerely, 

  
 Gregory S. Babinchak 
 Manager of Technical Services 
 




